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Public Trust was established by the Government on 1 January 1873, as The Public Trust Office and Jonas Woodward was the first Public Trustee. Its original purpose was to provide 
Trustee services to families – particularly widows and orphans who were at risk of being taken advantage of by those they had trusted to manage their funds. In later years, Public 
Trust expanded the Trustee services provided to New Zealanders. We remained a Government department until 2001, when we adopted a structure similar to a company as a Crown 
Entity. 
 
We work with people on their estate plans – predominantly by writing wills, enduring powers of attorney and trusts. We also manage and administer estates, carrying out the wishes 
laid out in our customers wills. 
 
We are one of the country’s largest charitable trust administrators and advisors. We administer more than 420 charitable trusts, established through Wills and Trust Deeds. The bulk 
of our Trusts have named beneficiaries who receive distributions annually. 
 
We also administer Trusts that offer grants towards various charitable purposes within the community. Some Trusts have specific purposes – such as providing scholarships, or aid 
and relief to the elderly. Some have very wide purposes, but the scope of the works is limited to a geographic region. We also have those with specific purposes within a set 
geographic region. 
 
We have Trusts where the granting is decided by Boards or Committees established within the governing documents. In other situations, the Trustee is to make those decisions. 
 
Some examples of some of our Trusts are: 
 
The Thomas George Macarthy Trust 
Established through the Will of Thomas George Macarthy, this Trust Grants to charitable and educational organisations within the Wellington region (including Wanganui, South of 
Turangi, Manawatu, Horowhenua and the Wairarapa). The granting is decided by the Trust Board. 
 
Frozen Funds Charitable Trust 
Established through a Trust Deed by the Crown Health Financing Agency and the acting Minister of Health at the time. The Trust Fund was established through a fund that Hospitals 
in New Zealand held for the benefit of patients. This original fund came from a variety of sources, including accumulated payments, bequests, money held by patients at the time of 
admission and comforts money.  
 
The purpose of the trust is to provide assistance to people in New Zealand who have been or are users of mental health and / or intellectual disability services. In particular, to 
provide assistance of people who are current or former patients of mental institutions and inpatient facilities. 
 
Infrastructure Education & Training Charitable Trust 
One of our newer trusts, this was established by a deed dated 26 November 2021, by the Infrastructure Industry Training Organisation Incorporated (AKA Connexis). The purpose of 
the Trust is to distribute income and capital to develop, promote and facilitate education and training within the infrastructure industry so as to increase the general and specific 
competencies which contribute to the effectiveness of employees within the industry. 
 
How to find Trusts 
If you are looking for opportunities to apply for granting from a trust of ours you can find them on the Public Trust web-site: Find a Grant or Scholarship - Public Trust. The search 
engine is separated into two sections, as shown below: 
  

1. Trusts that provide for individuals. 
2. Trusts that provide for organisations or other Trusts. 

https://www.publictrust.co.nz/grants/


 
This is what it looks like: 
 

 
 
The Keywords are the name of the Trust, if you know it. You can also search by geographic Region and Sector. The Sectors are the areas of charitable activity as shown below: 
 

1. All. 
2. Arts and Culture. 
3. Education. 
4. General Charitable Purposes. 
5. Postgraduate Education or Research. 
6. Social and Community. 

 
How to apply 
Most of our grant rounds are administered through the SmartyGrants administration tool. This is actually an Australia based company, but you can find information on them on their 
New Zealand website: https://smartygrants.co.nz/.  
 
A very few of our grant rounds have application forms linked directly to the Public Trust webpage. 
 
When you have found a trust that may cater to the purposes of your organisation, you need to ensure a current grant round is open. The dates for applying will be shown on the 
page. Also, the Trust will have an ‘Apply Now’ button on its page, as shown below. 
 

https://smartygrants.co.nz/


 
 
When you click on the ‘Apply Now’ button, you will be taken to the SmartyGrant grant round information sheet, which will repeat the information from the PT website and go into 
more detail about the application process. An example is below. 
 



 



 
 



 



 
 
 
From here you click on ‘Start a submission’ which will take you to the on-line application form. At this stage, you will be asked to log in to SmartyGrants, or register if you have not 
already got one. When you log in, SmartyGrants will take you directly to the correct application form for the Trust you are wanting to apply to. 
 



 
 
Note: once you have registered, you will be able to use your login for future applications with various trusts. Each application form is drafted to suit the nature of each trust. 
 
Some things to note: 

- Please read the instructions carefully. 
- Make sure you are eligible to apply. 
- Once you start, an application number will be assigned to you. 
- Please complete the application as accurately and succinctly as possible. Use your common sense. 
- Please provide supporting documentation as requested. 
- Please save regularly so you do not lose any of your information. 
- You will need to complete all required fields before you can submit. 
- If you have questions, you have the option of contacting us via email at funding@publictrust.co.nz or by phone on 0800 371 471. 
- Late applications will only be accepted in certain circumstances, that are beyond your control. 

 
When you have successfully submitted an application, you will receive an email confirming the submission. If you have not received that email, your application has not been 
successfully submitted. Please check your junk email as well. 
 
After you have applied 

mailto:funding@publictrust.co.nz


Public Trust review the applications and either decide on the outcomes or refer them to the Board / Committee / Panel for their decisions. We then email all applicants with the 
outcomes. 
 
Note: due to the number of applications we normally get, we do not give explanations to unsuccessful applicants. But we do receive many applications and our trusts have limited 
funds to grant. 
 
Questions? 
 
 
 
 


